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Mare à Goriaux, Raismes



4 5

Arenberg Mining Site - La Porte du Hainaut, 
Wallers-Arenberg
From memory to innovation

A powerful symbol of the North’s industrial history, the Arenberg Mining Site 
embodies the successful redevelopment of a heritage site listed by UNESCO. 
Since 2012, the Nord-Pas-de-Calais Mining Basin has been recognised as World 
Heritage. In Wallers-Arenberg, the former extraction site has been transformed into 
a centre of excellence dedicated to visual and digital media.
A place of remembrance but also of the future, the site can be visited all year round, 
either freely to discover the exterior areas, or on guided tours – with former miners 
or tourist guides – to understand the significance of its past and the ambitions for 
its rebirth. From the salle des pendus to the lamp room, from the mining village 
to the headframes, every corner bears witness to the miners’ daily lives and the 
lasting impact left on the area.
A must-see in La Porte du Hainaut, a land of the unexpected.

UNESCO
UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
founded in 1945. In 1972, the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage was adopted. UNESCO’s aim is to raise awareness of the 
need to protect the diversity and richness of the world’s heritage. Properties 

inscribed for their outstanding universal value belong to all peoples and must be preserved 
and passed on to future generations.
On 30 June 2012, the Nord-Pas-de-Calais Mining Basin became the 38th French property to 
join the prestigious World Heritage List. This recognition confirms its outstanding universal 
value. The World Heritage property comprises 353 elements and 4,000 hectares of 
landscape and presents various outstanding aspects of this territory inscribed as a living, 
evolving cultural landscape. Enough to restore pride to local residents.

Discover the Arenberg Mining Site
La Porte du Hainaut
Guided tour “Historical Heritage Trail”

The Association for the Defence and Protection of the historical and cultural heritage 
of Wallers-Arenberg offers guided tours led by former miners on Tuesdays at 09:30 
and Thursdays at 15:00 (excluding public holidays, subject to availability).
Information: Thierry Cottel on +33 (0)6 04 15 05 44
ass_patrimoine.wallersarenberg@yahoo.com

Guided tours by the Tourist 
Office
Tourist guides offer several routes to 
discover the vastness and
the history of the mining site:

Du Pic au Pixel (From pick to pixel): 
visit to the heritage and the site’s 
redevelopment centred on
the image, including the lamp room, 
permanent exhibition, salle des pendus 
(showers and changing rooms) and a 
tour of the film studios.

Sous les jupons des chevalements* 
(Under the skirts of the headframes): 
explanations of the extraction process 
and the role of the headframes and 
mine shafts.

La vie quotidienne du mineur (The 
daily life of the miner): discovery of 
the Arenberg mining village, inscribed 
on UNESCO’s World Heritage List, 
and exploration of miners’ life outside 
work under the influence of the mining 
company.

La journée du mineur* (The miner’s 
day): An immersion in the miner’s 
daily life, to understand their working 
conditions and their environment.

* Visits take place as part of the Tourist Office’s 
programme or the G.P.S. offer (Gracious Private 
Guide) and also for groups.
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Immerse yourself in the captivating history of this iconic gem of the Nord-Pas-de-
Calais Mining Basin, listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, in a truly unique way. 
With your audio guide in hand and an orientation map to guide you, get ready for 
a self-guided adventure that will take you around this exceptional site at your own 
pace. You will be transported into the authentic world of the pithead, the three majestic 
headframes, the legendary settings of the film Germinal and the Arenberg mining 
village.  Embark on an adventure that will awaken your senses and feed your curiosity 
 
€10 incl. VAT per person (a deposit will be required) - Accessible all year round, from Monday to
Friday (excluding public holidays), from 10:00 to 16:00.

A QR Code trail also lets you immerse yourself at your own pace in this 
unique setting, which was also marked by the filming of Claude Berri’s 
Germinal. Today, the mine still lives on… but in another form, hosting artists, 
researchers and innovative businesses. Discover the site’s main points of 
interest, learn more about its history and heritage, directly on your smartphone. 
 
Free – Accessible on smartphone all year round, from Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays), 
from 09:00 to 17:00.

Discover an iconic site of the Nord-Pas-de-Calais Mining Basin, inscribed on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List. Guided tours, adapted for groups and schools (cycles 2 and 3), 
offer an immersion into the heart of mining history.

Accompanied by tourist guides, visitors explore the site’s main areas and learn about 
the operation of a former pithead, as well as miners’ living and working conditions.

A lively, accessible experience to understand the industrial and heritage history of this 
unique site.

Audio tour 

QR Code trail

Guided tours 
Groups and schools

Cycling legend and mining heritage

2.3 km long and paved with sandstone, the Arenberg Trench is one of the most 
legendary sections of Paris-Roubaix. This straight forest track, which crosses the 
Raismes-Saint-Amand-Wallers State Forest, is dreaded by riders for the difficulty 
of its uneven, slippery paving and the physical effort it demands.
A former mining route, this road was once used by convoys transporting coal.
It is now recognised as part of the world’s cycling heritage and each year attracts 
fans of the ‘Queen of the Classics’, mining history enthusiasts, walkers and cycle 
tourists.
The Arenberg Trench also borders the Arenberg Mining Site, inscribed on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List, thereby offering a unique immersion in nature, 
sport and working-class memory.
Acces : Boulevard des Mineurs d’Arenberg
Don’t miss: Stele dedicated to Jean Stablinski, former miner and champion cyclist, 
at the entrance to the Arenberg Trench.

Plan your visit
Information and bookings: +33 (0)3 27 48 39 65
contact@tourisme-porteduhainaut.fr

A guide from the Tourist Office will 
discuss the fauna and flora of the 
state forest as well as the history of 
the Arenberg Trench. There are many 
anecdotes associated with the Arenberg 
Trench, whose real name is ‘Drève des 
Boules d’Hérin’… The memory of Jean 
Stablinski, its ‘discoverer’, is inseparable 
from it. A former miner who had worked 
at the Arenberg pit, he used to say he 
was the only man to have passed both 
under and over the Trench!

* Visits take place as part of the Tourist Office’s programme or the G.P.S. offer. (Friendly Private Guide) and 
also for groups.

Discover the Arenberg Trench

Guided tour  
“The Arenberg Trench and 
its legendary cobbles” *

Arenberg Trench 
Wallers-Arenberg
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A green lung steeped in history

With its 4,838 hectares, the Raismes-Saint-Amand-Wallers State Forest is one of 
the largest massifs in northern France, located at the heart of the Scarpe-Escaut 
Regional Natural Park. Managed by the National Forests Office, it is a living reflection 
of a territory shaped by history: monastic clearances, coal mining, destruction during 
the wars… but also resilience and patient replanting.

This wet forest, marshy in places, now shelters a wide diversity of tree species (oaks, 
beeches, ashes, maples…) and abundant wildlife, ranging from roe deer to weasels. 
Marked by mining subsidence, it is also an example of spectacular landscape 
transformation, as shown by the Mare à Goriaux, a former marsh that has become an 
emblematic nature reserve.

Between ecological memory and preserved nature, the Raismes-Saint-Amand-
Wallers State Forest is a must-visit destination for walkers, naturalists and lovers of 
wide open spaces.

Outstanding wetland area

Formed by mining subsidence, the Mare à Goriaux has become an ecological jewel 
of 145 hectares, designated a state biological reserve since 1982. Protected by the 
National Forests Office, it is home to more than 300 rare bird species (great crested 
grebe, osprey, little ringed plover…), making it a paradise for birdwatchers.

Its name, inherited from the «goriaux» (young pigs) that once grazed in these 
meadows, evokes the memory of the place. The striking contrast between the white 
trunks of the birches, the calm waters of the pond, and the neighbouring black slag 
heap offers a unique natural spectacle in Hauts-de-France.

A 6.5 km walking route lets you discover the richness of this marshland flora and 
tread an iconic section of the Trouée d’Arenberg, a key site of Paris-Roubaix, whose 
inclusion in the race route owes much to Jean Stablinski.

Open access all year round
Waymarked route to explore on foot
Don’t forget your binoculars!

Hiking and mountain biking
Several waymarked trails allow 
visitors to discover the variety of forest 
landscapes and former mining areas, 
with points of interest such as the Mare 
à Goriaux or the Sabatier spoil tip.

Naturalist observations
Birdwatching and biodiversity 
enthusiasts, keep your eyes peeled: 
roe deer, wild boar, squirrels, foxes, 
dragonflies and many bird species nest 
in this wet woodland.

Fitness trail and picnic areas
Facilities accessible to everyone, 
enabling you to combine well-being 
and nature with family or friends.

Discover the mining heritage
On the edge of the woodland, the 
Sabatier headframe, the slag heaps, 
the cité minière du Pinson and the 
Mare à Goriaux recall the site’s industrial 
past, now enhanced by nature.

Guided outings
Thematic walks or guided outings 
are regularly organised with the 
Scarpe-Escaut Regional Natural Park, 
the National Forests Office or local 
associations.

A hint of Canada — no, no, you are indeed in 
the North, in Raismes. Just a short walk from 
the Arenberg Trench, climb the spoil tip of 
the Mare à Goriaux to discover its panoramic 
view! 
Challenge yourselves: who will be the best 
climber? Enjoy a timeless moment and take 
in the vastness of this body of water, a true 
oasis home to nearly 300 species of rare 
birds. 
 

* Visits take place as part of the Tourist Office’s programme or the G.P.S. offer. (Friendly Private 
Guide) and also for groups.

Things to do in the 
Raismes-Saint-Amand-
Wallers State Forest Discover the Mare à Goriaux

Guided tour “La Mare à 
Goriaux de Raismes” *

State Forest
Raismes-
Saint-Amand-Wallers

Mare à Goriaux
Raismes

Plan your visit
Information and bookings: +33 (0)3 27 48 39 65
contact@tourisme-porteduhainaut.fr
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HOW TO GET THERE
TO THE MINING SITE?
Arenberg Mining Site  – La Porte du Hainaut
Ave. Michel Rondet - 59 135 - Wallers-Arenberg - France

By car:
From Lille or Valenciennes: take the A23, take exit no. 6 
(Raismes), then follow the D313 and finally turn right onto 
Avenue d’Arenberg.

By public transport:
Take bus line 110 (Transvilles service) from the Valenciennes 
Sainte-Catherine stop towards Wallers Hertain, then alight at 
the Arenberg Fosse stop.

LA PORTE DU HAINAUT TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE
Tel. : +33 (0)3 27 48 39 65
E-mail : contact@tourisme-porteduhainaut.fr
35, Avenue Michel Rondet - Plot F
59 135 - Wallers-Arenberg - France

LA PORTE DU HAINAUT,
LAND OF THE UNEXPECTED...


